CONSIDERING ARES AS PART OF YOUR PLAN?

Congratulations!

The simple fact that you are reading this paper shows that you are far above average in the management and planning for your organization.  You not only want to SOUND good on paper, you actually want to be of real HELP to your communities.

So now… what’s involved in getting some of your volunteers licensed and part of ARES?  Let’s look first that the false myths:

a)
You have to be a techno-geek
 -
no

b)
You have to learn Morse Code -
no

c)
It takes years -



no

Here’s how to do it:

1)  Choose/recruit volunteers from among your current members.  Look especially for people who naturally express ideas and thoughts clearly as they make the best communicators.  They do NOT have to be “geeks”.  You are more interested in their ability to pass information clearly.  Get them to commit to the idea.

2)  Contact the SEC or your area’s DEC (see http://www.ctares.org) and they will help you find a class in your part of the state as soon as one is available.  

3)  Consider aiding your volunteer in the cost of the books and classes (usually about $45 per person).  While you CANNOT pay people to run “amateur” radio for you, you CAN provide the training and equipment.

4)  Support your volunteers as they learn.  Over 80% of our students have learned and earned their first level license, even children under 10.  It takes about 4-5 Saturday morning classes and reading the book during the week.  If you study much at all, you can pass the FCC test and earn your first level license.  

5)  As they go through the class, discuss with them what they are learning and how it might help your particular organization.  We’re sure they will have lots of good ideas!

6)  Celebrate!  When they finish class and pass their FCC exam, celebrate with them.  

7)  Ask them to meet with you and discuss equipment needed for your mission function.  If you wish, a local ARES representative will also come in to offer advice and expertise.

Costs for initial equipment usually run less than $250 per operating location.

8) Be sure they join ARES and register with the ARRL.

9) Further training is important.  Emergency Communications courses are available online from ARES (http://www.arrl.org/online-course-catalog) for a small fee.  Many courses are also available online from FEMA for free (see the FEMA catalog at http://training.fema.gov/is/crslist.aspx). 

